7S 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/898,873 



07/02/2001 



Tsuyoshi Miyano 



22434 7590 01/19/2005 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS LLP 
P.O. BOX 70250 
OAKLAND, CA 94612-0250 



ALPSP015 



2212 



EXAMINER 



SINGH, SATWANT K 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2626 



DATE MAILED: 01/19/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/898,873 


Applicant(s) 

MIYANO, TSUYOSHI 


Examiner 

Satwant K. Singh 


Art Unit 

2626 





-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address •• 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hayward et al. (US 6,798,997). 

3. Regarding Claim 1, Hayward et al disclose a printer (machine or peripheral 10) 
comprising: a printing mechanism (marking device) (col. 3, line 42), the printing 
mechanism being arranged to utilize a consumable product during printing (consumable 
item or part) (col. 5, lines 6-8); a sensor (sensor 12) that generates a status signal 
indicative of a status of the printer (col. 5, lines 13-15); a network interface suitable for 
coupling the printer to a network (Computer 30 has an Internet browser installed and 
operating thereon) (col. 3, lines 44-47); and a controller operable to send an e-mail 
message to a maintenance computer (Fig. 2, manufacturer's server 40) through the 
network in response to the status signal (Fig. 4, S 36) (application launches an e-mail 
module to send the purchase order data to the manufacturer's server) (col. 8, lines 6- 
12). 
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4. Regarding Claim 2, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the sensor is 
operable to generate the status signal based on a remaining amount of the consumable 
product (condition may be used to indicate when a consumable has been exhausted) 
(col. 8, lines 26-31). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the sensor is 
operable to generate the status signal based on whether the remaining amount of the 
consumable product is less than a threshold value (consumable has reached a 
predetermined threshold) (col. 8, lines 26-31). 

6. Regarding Claim 5, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the consumable 
product is an ink ribbon, and the printing mechanism includes a thermal transfer 
mechanism (conditions in the machine 10 may indicate a need to replace a consumable 
item or part (e.g., paper, ink, toner, cartridge, printhead, drum)) (col. 5, lines 5-12). That 
the consumable product is an ink ribbon is inherently taught as evidenced by the 
reference above. 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the consumable 
product is printing ink, and the printing mechanism includes an ink jet mechanism 
(conditions in the machine 10 may indicate a need to replace a consumable item or part 
(e.g., paper, ink, toner, cartridge, printhead, drum)) (col. 5, lines 5-12). 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the consumable 
product is toner, and the printing mechanism includes an electrophotographic 
mechanism (conditions in the machine 10 may indicate a need to replace a consumable 
item or part (e.g., paper, ink, toner, cartridge, printhead, drum)) (col. 5, lines 5-12). 
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9. Regarding Claim 7, Hayward et al disclose a printer, wherein the sensor is 
operable to generate the status signal based on an error status of the printer (if there is 
a problem, it will indicate an error state) (col. 6, lines 1-2). 

10. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected for the same reason as claim 1 . 

1 1 . Claim 1 3 is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

12. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as claim 3. 

13. Claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

14. Claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as claim 5. 

15. Claim 17 is rejected for the same reason as claim 6. 

16. Claim 18 is rejected for the same reason as claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 8-10, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hayward et al. in view of Smith et al. (6,785,015). 

19. Regarding Claim 8, Hayward et al fail to teach a printer, wherein the controller is 
operable to cause the network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail 
Transfer Protocol format. 
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Smith et al teach a printer, wherein the controller is operable to cause the 
network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol format 
(protocols using TCP/IP for email such as POP3 and SMTP) (col. 4, lines 60-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hayward with the teaching of 
Smith to use Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) format for sending e-mail 
messages, since SMTP is well known and used in the industry. 
20. Regarding Claim 9, Hayward et al teach a printer, wherein the controller is 
operable to insert consumable product data representing the remaining amount of the 
consumable product into a data portion of the e-mail message (Fig. 4, S 36) (application 
launches an e-mail module to send the purchase order data to the manufacturer's 
server) (col. 8, lines 6-12). 

Hayward et al fail to teach a printer, wherein the controller is operable to cause 
the network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol 
format. 

Smith et al teach a printer, wherein the controller is operable to cause the 
network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol format 
(protocols using TCP/IP for email such as POP3 and SMTP) (col. 4, lines 60-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hayward with the teaching of 
Smith to use Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) format for sending e-mail 
messages, since SMTP is well known and used in the industry. 
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21 . Regarding Claim 10, Hayward et al teach a printer, wherein the controller is 
operable to insert printer error data representing the error status of the printer into a 
data portion of the e-mail message (Fig. 4, S 36) (application launches an e-mail 
module to send the purchase order data to the manufacturer's server) (col. 8, lines 6- 
12). 

Hayward et al fail to teach a printer, wherein the controller is operable to cause 
the network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol 
format. 

Smith et al teach a printer, wherein the controller is operable to cause the 
network interface to send the e-mail message in a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol format 
(protocols using TCP/IP for email such as POP3 and SMTP) (col. 4, lines 60-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hayward with the teaching of 
Smith to use Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) format for sending e-mail 
messages, since SMTP is well known and used in the industry. 

22. Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as claim 8. 

23. Claim 20 is rejected for the same reason as claim 9. 

24. Claim 21 is rejected for the same reason as claim 10. 

Conclusion 

25; The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Haines et al. (US 6,795,423) discloses methods and apparatus for generating 
notifications associated with the lifetime of peripheral unit consumables. 

Haines (US 6,842,588) discloses a consumables/printer management system 
with task and calendar links. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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